BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
taken more seriously and that people would treat him more
respectfully. But his renewed applications were rebuffed;
and he decided that if he were to succeed he would have to
give up his practice at the Scottish bar and settle in London.
So, bringing down his ill and most unwilling wife together
with their children, he moved to London, his mind for once
'firm and serene*, entertaining hopes of becoming a judge in
the Court of King's Bench. He was far less successful, though,
in London even than he had been in Edinburgh; in his first
eight months he obtained no more than a single brief. Almost
desperate by this time for political office, he sought the help
of the unsavoury 'Northern Tyrant', the Earl of Lonsdale,
whose influence he hoped might enable him to become Mem-
ber of Parliament for Carlisle. Lonsdale did obtain for him
the Recordership of Carlisle (which he soon resigned in dis-
gust at the 'low, dirty politicks' involved in the appoint-
ment); but when a suggestion was made that Boswell might
be promoted to a parliamentary seat, his patron dismissed
the idea with the comment that the fellow would only cget
drunk and make a foolish speech'.
Gradually, unwillingly, therefore, Boswell turned to his
Life of Johnson as ^perhaps now the only concern of any
consequence' that he would 'ever have in this world/ On
Johnson's death in December 1784 he was asked to provide
a book of his sayings which could be placed with the printers
within a matter of weeks. But, conscious of the fact that this
would do justice neither to himself nor to the memory of
Johnson, he replied that the material he had already as-
sembled justified a work of more ambitious scope. Although
hindered by Tiabits of indolence and dejection of spirit', and
afraid that he could no longer write as well as he had done
at the time of his book on Corsica, he got down to work con-
scientiously, not only sorting through his own records with
the utmost care but going to the greatest trouble to com*
municate with anyone else who had known his friend and
could contribute authentic information about him, running
*half over London', as he put it himself, 'to fix a date cor-
rectly*. He had in mind, as a model, Mason's Life of
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